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Divine painter

Lawrence artist focuses on religious themes

By Jim Baker

Saturday, May 22, 2004

Jason Jenicke prefers to work on a grand scale.

"I'd like to go larger with the oil paintings. It wouldn't bother me at all to do complete walls, go really large and do
huge murals like Rubens (Flemish painter Peter Paul Rubens)," says Jemcke, 26.

There's a good reason for the nearly life-size dimensions of some of the Lawrence artist's work.

"It's easier. Painting on a large scale, it's easier to get the details," he says. "It also impresses people a little more."

He's not kidding.

Jemcke's oil paintings -- some of which can be measured in yards -- are like something you'd see in a museum, both for
their scope and their vivid beauty.

His most visible work in Lawrence is "The Visitation," a work commissioned by the Rev. Vince Krische, director ofSt.
Lawrence Catholic Campus Center, 1631 Crescent Road.

It depicts a scene from the Bible, in Luke 1:39-45, in which the Virgin Mary visits her cousin, Elizabeth, who is
pregnant with John the Baptist.

The painting, which is 6 feet, 4 inches by 4 feet, 7 inches, hangs just outside the sanctuary at St. Lawrence. Special
lighting has been installed to properly illuminate the work.

It has a warm, spiritual presence that beckons to visitors as they enter the sanctuary.

"People love it. Father Vince says he's always getting compliments on it," Jenicke says.

The painting has deeply impressed Krische, too.

"Jason has an understanding of the mystery that's involved in 'The Visitation,' of Mary and Elizabeth meeting, and he
was really able to bring that out in a way that I haven't seen in other work," he says.

"I think it's really neat, because when people visit here, they will be stunned by it (and say) 'Wow.'"

Style developed

Jenicke's painting at St. Lawrence is already spoken for, of course.
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